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that had chained his childhood and old age." * This would-be
realist lived in fact in an unreal world of his own conceiving.
Not only did the past as he saw it never exist, but^ it needed,
as Rocheblave says, " a singular concourse of special circum-
stances to enable anyone to misunderstand so completely the
world in which he lived; to have been born outside and never
to have lived within the country for whose pcople^hc wrote;
to have had no education outside books ami have imbibed as
dogmas ideas of tradition, authority, immutability of which no
concrete instances could be found, and to spend most of life
wandering as an exile away from any normally constituted
nation in which he could observe the normal interplay of
freedom and authority/'2 and even his admirer and disciple
Ballanche admitted that " unable to hear anything but the
voice of past centuries, that prophet of the past slept within
recollections which he took for anticipations/' In tact, this
champion of order and of tradition, pursuing the will-o'-the-
wisp of a Utopia in which no man would ever wish to he free,
remained to his dying day an incorrigible romanticist.
3.   BONALD sl
"When God wished to punish France He took away the
Bourbon from her governance/* In these words Ronald's mix-
ture of religion and politics stands unforgettably summarized*
It would perhaps be more accurate to describe him as a
traditionalist than as an authoritarian; for in spite of his
assertion that Maistre and he made but one mind his reading
of the ancien regime was not the same, Whereas Maistre is
perpetually pleading for authority, always tor more of it,
and does not really trouble to distinguish between its various
possible forms, Bonald draws distinctions that seem to imply
1	Cogordan, Fie dej. de Maistre, p. 10.
2	Op. «/,, p. 41.
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